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SUGGESTED READING BREAKDOWN FOR Douglas 9-13 & PROVERBS 5-6 
Reading 1: Douglas, CHAPTER IX. CHANGE OF LOCATION. 
Miss Lucretia--Her kindness--How it was manifested--"Ike"--A battle with him--Miss 
Lucretia's balsam--Bread--How it was obtained --Gleams of sunset amidst the general 
darkness--Suffering from cold --How we took our meal mush--Preparations for going to 
Baltimore --Delight at the change--Cousin Tom's opinion of Baltimore--Arrival there--Kind 
reception--Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Auld--Their son Tommy --my relations to them--My duties--A 
tuning-point in my life . . . . . 60

CHAPTER X. LEARNING TO READ 
City annoyances--Plantation regrets--My mistress--Her history--Her kindness--My master--
His sourness--My comforts--Increased sensitiveness--My occupation--Learning to read--
Baneful effects of slave-holding on my dear, good mistress-- Mr. Hugh forbids Mrs. Sophia to 
teach me further--Clouds gather on my bright prospects--Master Auld's exposition of the 
Philosophy of Slavery--City slaves--Country slaves--Contrasts--Exceptions--Mr. Hamilton's 
two slaves--Mrs. Hamilton's cruel treatment of them--Piteous aspect presented by them --No 
power to come between the slave and slaveholder . . . . . 67


Pro 5:1-14 KJV 
My son, attend unto my wisdom, [and] bow your ear to my understanding: That you may 
regard discretion, and [that] your lips may keep knowledge.  

My son (Ben), my wisdom (chokmah) attend (qashab), 

chokmah, wisdom, skill (in any craft, war etc.) Wisdom in administration, shrewdness, Wisdom, 
prudence (in personal and moral affairs, ethical and religious), Exodus 31:3 I have filled him 
with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner 
of workmanship. 
qashab, attend, to hear, be attentive, heed, incline (of ears), attend (of ears), hearken, pay 
attention, listen. 1 Samuel 15:22b … Behold, to obey [is] better than sacrifice, [and] to 
hearken than the fat of rams. 

To my understanding (tabuwn), bow (natah) your ear.  
tabuwn, expertise, understanding as a Master Craftsman, intelligence, skill, insight, qualified or 
experienced teacher. Exodus 35:31 And [God] has filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, 
in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship.  
natah, bow, to stretch out, extend, spread out, pitch, turn, incline, bend. Genesis 39:21 But 
the LORD was with Joseph, and extended him mercy, and gave him favor in the sight of the 
keeper of the prison. 
That you may regard (shamar) discretion (mezimmah) and knowledge (da`ath) 
shamar, regard, to keep, guard, observe, give heed, keep watch and ward, protect, save, 
retain, treasure up (in memory), to keep (within bounds), restrain, beware, refrain, abstain, to 
keep oneself from. Genesis 2:15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the 
garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 

BE CALM! ”Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:" (James 1:19 WEB)
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mezimmah,(discretion as to Purpose) purpose, discretion, device, plot, discernment. Psalms 
37:7 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who 
prospereth in his way, because of the man who brings wicked devices to pass. 
da`ath, knowledge, perception, skill. Exodus 31:3 And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in 
wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, 
and [that] your lips (saphah) may guard you from dangers (natsar). 
saphah, lips, lip, language, speech, shore, bank, brink, brim, side, edge, border, binding. 
Genesis 41:17 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, behold, I stood upon the bank of 
the river: 
natsar, to guard, watch, watch over, keep, to preserve, guard from dangers, to be kept close, 
be blockaded. Deuteronomy 32:10 He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling 
wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. 
For the lips of a strange woman drop [as] an honeycomb, and her mouth [is] smoother 
than oil: But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. Her feet go down 
to death; her steps take hold on hell. Lest you shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are 
moveable, [that] you cannot know [them]. 


Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the words of my mouth. 
Remove your way far from her, and come not near the door of her house: Lest you give your 
honor unto others, and your years unto the cruel: Lest strangers be filled with your wealth; 
and your labors [be] in the house of a stranger; 

And you mourn at the last, when your flesh and your body are consumed, And you say, “How 
have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof; And have not obeyed the voice of my 
teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me! I was almost in all evil in the midst 
of the congregation and assembly.” 


Reading 2: Douglas, Chapter XI, GROWING IN KNOWLEDGE.  
My mistress--Her slaveholding duties--Their effects on her originally noble nature--The 
conflict in her mind--She opposes my learning to read--Too late--She had given me the 
"inch," I was resolved to take the "ell"--How I pursued my study to read--My tutors--What 
progress I made--Slavery--What I heard said about it--Thirteen years old--Columbian orator --
Dialogue--Speeches--Sheridan--Pitt--Lords Chatham and Fox--Knowledge increasing--
Liberty--Singing--Sadness -- Unhappiness of Mrs. Sophia--My hatred of slavery--One Upas 
tree overshadows us all . . . . . 72


Pro 5:15-23 KJV 
Drink waters out of your own cistern, and running waters out of your own well. Let your 
fountains be dispersed abroad, [and] rivers of waters in the streets. Let them be only your 
own, and not strangers' with thee. Let your fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of 
your youth. [Let her be as] the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all 
times; and be you ravished always with her love. 


BE CALM! ”Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:" (James 1:19 WEB)
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And why will you, my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and embrace the bosom of 
a stranger? For the ways of man [are] before the eyes of the LORD, and he ponders all his 
goings. His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords 
of his sins. He shall die without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.


Reading 3: Douglas, Chapter XII, RELIGIOUS NATURE AWAKENED.  
Abolitionists spoken of--Eagerness to know the meaning of the word-- Consults the 
dictionary--Incendiary information--The enigma solved-- "Nat Turner" insurrection--Cholera--
Religion--Methodist Minister-- Religious impressions--Father Lawson--His character and 
occupation --His influence over me--Our mutual attachment--New hopes and aspirations--
Heavenly light--Two Irishmen on wharf--Conversation with them--Learning to write--My aims . 
. . . . 80 XII, 


Pro 6:1-19 KJV 
My son, if you be surety for your friend, [if] you hast stricken your hand with a stranger, You 
art snared with the words of your mouth, you art taken with the words of your mouth. Do this 
now, my son, and deliver yourself, when you art come into the hand of your friend; go, humble 
yourself, and make sure your friend. Give not sleep to your eyes, nor slumber to your eyelids. 
Deliver yourself as a roe from the hand [of the hunter], and as a bird from the hand of the 
fowler. 


Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: Which having no guide, 
overseer, or ruler, Provides her meat in the summer, [and] gathers her food in the harvest. How 
long wilt you sleep, O sluggard? when wilt you arise out of your sleep? [Yet] a little sleep, a 
little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: So shall your poverty come as one that 
travels, and your want as an armed man. 


A naughty person, a wicked man, walks with a froward mouth. He winks with his eyes, he 
speaks with his feet, he teaches with his fingers; Frowardness [is] in his heart, he devises 
mischief continually; he sows discord. Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly 
shall he be broken without remedy. 


These six [things] doth the LORD hate: yea, seven [are] an abomination unto him: A proud 
look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that devises wicked 
imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness [that] speaks lies, and 
he that sows discord among brethren. 


Reading 4: Douglas, Chapter XIII, THE VICISSITUDES OF SLAVE LIFE  
Death of old Master's son Richard, speedily followed by that of old Master--Valuation and 
division of all the property, including the slaves--Sent for to come to Hillsborough to be valued 
and divided --Bad prospects and grief--Parting--Slaves have no voice in deciding their own 
doctrines--General dread of falling into Master Andrew's hands--His drunkenness--Good 
fortune in failing to Miss Lucretia-- She allows my return to Baltimore--Joy at Master Hugh's--

BE CALM! ”Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:" (James 1:19 WEB)
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Death of Miss Lucretia--Master Thomas Auld's second marriage--The new wife unlike the 
old--Again removed from Master Hugh's--Reasons for regret--Plan of escape . . . . . 87


Pro 6:20-35 KJV 

My son, keep your father's commandment, and forsake not the law of your mother: 


Bind them continually upon your heart, [and] tie them about your neck. 

When you goest, it shall lead thee; when you sleep, it shall keep you; and [when] you awake, it 
shall talk with you. 


For the commandment [is] a lamp; and the law [is] light; and reproofs of instruction [are] 
the way of life: To keep you from the evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a strange 
woman. 


 Lust not after her beauty in your heart; neither let her take you with her eyelids. For by 
means of a whorish woman [a man is brought] to a piece of bread: and the adulteress will 
hunt for the precious life. Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? 
Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned? So he that goes in to his neighbor's 
wife; whosoever touches her shall not be innocent. 


[Men] do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry; But [if] he 
be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house. [But] whoso 
commits adultery with a woman lacks understanding: he [that] does it destroys his own soul. 
A wound and dishonor shall he get; and his reproach shall not be wiped away. For jealousy [is] 
the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. He will not regard any 
ransom; neither will he rest content, though you give many gifts.


BE CALM! ”Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:" (James 1:19 WEB)


