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The Mystery of Being Offended in Jesus — by Gary L. Cox

Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will 
smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. But after I am risen again, I 
will go before you into Galilee. (Matthew 26:31-32)

Striking the 
Shepherd 

Havoc is achieved 
by smiting the 
shepherd! The most 
direct attack on the 
sheep may be 
effectively achieved 

by smiting the Shepherd and scattering the 
sheep. Sheep are vulnerable to the sensitivity 
and security of their shepherd safely leading 
them. There are many accounts in scripture 
whereby the shepherd is struck and the sheep 
are scattered. From the garden of Eden to the 
garden at Mount Olivet, even when the Great 
Shepherd of the sheep is stricken: Lo how the 
sheep are scattered!

Now if that Great Shepherd of the sheep can be 
stricken so as to scatter the sheep, how much 
more is it true that we under-shepherds who are 
imperfect by sin and weakness can be struck 
down by the wiles of the devil, and our flocks 
scattered. The first impulse upon considering 
this grave threat to the sheep, might be to 

protect the shepherd from being stricken, or to 
prevent the sheep from being scattered. 
Certainly, there is benefit in considering how to 
protect the Shepherd from being smitten and 
the sheep from being scattered! However, the 
text indicates the inevitability that the shepherd 
indeed shall be smitten and the sheep 
scattered. And so our focus ought to be on that 
means by which the scattered sheep might be 
brought back to the safety of the fold. This 
means of return joins the sheep in direct union 
with the cross of Jesus Christ, and 
transformationally to His resurrection. And 
henceforth we know Jesus no more in the flesh.

The Inevitability 
and Necessity of 
Smiting and 
Scattering

How should the 
under shepherd 
prepare himself for 
his own inevitable 

smiting? More importantly, how should the 
shepherd  prepare the sheep for their inevitable 
scattering? 
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We must anticipate the
call to lose our life as a 
disciple. Both the 
shepherd and the 
sheep must be 
prepared. In my flesh 
dwells no good thing! In 
my flesh I shall never 
see God! This is why 
the call to discipleship 
is a call to lose one’s 
life for Christ's sake. 
We must embrace 
putting off of our body 

of death! Fearlessness in death is the victory that 
overcomes the world, and it earns this 
declaration from heaven. And they overcame 
him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
their testimony; and they loved not their lives to 
the death! (Rev. 12:11)

Scattering Abroad: Running From Immortality 

This mortal flesh does not approve of the 
Master’s plan to permanently eliminate it, 
however, our spirit man does! Never give in to 
pain-filled groaning, but rather, focus on hope.

"For we know that if the tent that is our earthly 
home is destroyed, we have a building from God, 
a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to put 
on our heavenly dwelling, if indeed by putting it 
on we may not be found naked. For while we are 
still in this tent, we groan, being burdened--not 
that we would be unclothed, but that we would 
be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life. 

“He who has prepared us for this very thing is 
God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 
So we are always of good courage. We know 
that while we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by 
sight. Yes, we are of good courage, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home 

with the Lord. So whether we are at home or 
away, we make it our aim to please him. For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, so that each one may receive what is due 
for what he has done in the body, whether good 
or evil. Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, 
we persuade others. But what we are is known 
to God, and I hope it is known also to your 
conscience. ... For if we are beside ourselves, it 
is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for 
you." (2 Cor. 5:1-11, 13 ESV)

Striking: No Longer Seeing after the Flesh 
(Glorying in Appearance)

Every mortal hope must be dashed to pieces so 
that the eternal promise might reach mortals in 
life everlasting!

"For the love of Christ controls us, because we 
have concluded this: that one has died for all, 
therefore all have died; and he died for all, that 
those who live might no longer live for 
themselves but for him who for their sake died 
and was raised. From now on, therefore, we 
regard no one according to the flesh. Even 
though we once regarded Christ according to the 
flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 
has passed away; behold, the new has come. All 
this is from God, who through Christ reconciled 
us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to 
us the message of reconciliation. 

“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God 
making his appeal through us. We implore you 
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our 
sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God." (2 Cor. 5:14-21 ESV)

To be continued…
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Alumni Corner
The Eternity and 
Infinitude of God.
— by Joseph Cox

Joseph graduated from WCFS in 2013. 
He served for two years as an intern and 
later staff member here at WCFS. He is 
currently enrolled in the Evangelical 
Institute’s 2-year program and is seeking 
the Lord regarding full-time ministry. This 
article was a short paper required for his 

Doctrines of God class. In this column, we 
hope to bring edification to all from current and WCFS Alumni. Please forward any 
writing you would like to contribute to the Developer!

! “In the beginning God created the heavens and earth.”-
Genesis 1:1. God is Eternal. He IS the same always, constant 
and steadfast. Eternity means that He has no beginning or end. 
We as human beings can only say that “I was," God is the only 
being that is able to say “I AM." “God has no beginning, end or 
succession of moments in His own being, as He sees all time 
equally and vividly, yet God sees events in time and acts in 
time.”1  Because God's nature is infinite, everything that flows 
from His Being is entirely infinite. We who are finite can only 
think of these attributes as only a created being can. We cannot 
think on the Infinitude of God as He is. His Infinitude is not 
attainable to us. We cannot limit, then, the Infinite with our finite 
limited minds. But our minds-as Christians must believe these 
unattainable truths, knowing that the Lord is Sovereign-so we 
wait patiently until the day we see Christ Jesus in the eternity 
that He freely gives all His Children. To grasp the thoughts of 
the Lord's limitless power and Infinitude is like attempting to 
grasp the wind. The clear fact that God has no beginning or end 
is seen in Psalm 90:2 - "Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from 
everlasting to everlasting you are God." . We can understand it 
though a statement from Grudem: “Before God created the 
universe, there was no “time,”...God always existed without 
beginning, and without being influenced by time. And time, 
therefore does not have existence in itself, but, like the rest of 
creation, depends on God's eternal being and power to keep it 
existing.”1 

God is Boundless.
! The great expanse of the heavens and earth are
unable to contain the Lord God Almighty. He is unfathomable by
His created beings, because He is Infinite. He cannot be
contained because He is the One who holds the the universe in
His hands! This thought is entirely unfathomable by mankind.
Chronicles 6:18 "But will God indeed dwell with mankind on the
earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain
You; how much less this house which I have built. Here we read
in Scripture that we cannot contain the Lord and Maker of all
things. A.W Tozer explains the Boundlessness of God: “There is
nothing boundless but God and nothing infinite but God....It is 
only God who knows no degrees… God does not extend into 
space, God contains space.” 
"But who is able to build a house for Him, for the heavens and 
the highest heavens cannot contain Him? So who am I, that I 

should build a house for Him, except to burn incense before 
Him? (2 Chronicles 2:6)

God is Personal.
! God's personality is one of solitude, but personal
interaction with His beings that He made in His own image. The
Love He has for us is completely unattainable by any means of
our lives, but, He gives it to us freely because of the sacrifice
made on the cross by Jesus: John 3:16 – For God so loved the
world that He gave His only Son, that whosoever believes on
Him shall not perish. This is amazing love, that would reach
down to earth when He could have ignored us, being content
with His own glory-but in His sovereignty He chose to make
man after His own image. Such wonder, such wisdom! His ways
are higher than our ways, and His thoughts higher than our
thoughts. He is infinite, yet He cares for us finite beings, giving
us the opportunity to live in eternity with Him! Tozer says this
about the personal God who loves us: “An infinite God can give
all of Himself to each of His children. He does not distribute
Himself that each may have a part, but to each one He gives all
of Himself as fully as if there were no others.” 4  God wants us
to be His children, but we can only be His if we draw near unto
Him. He says He will draw near to us if we do so: James 4:8 –
“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” This shows
we can have a personal, close relationship with God. "Apart
from the true religion found in the Bible, no system of religion
has a God who is both infinite and personal."2

God is Infinitely Perfect in All Things. 
! We can understand some about God's Infinitude, but
also, we must realize how God is one hundred percent perfect
in all that He is. His understanding has no limit: Psalm 147:5 -
“Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; his understanding has
no limit.” He is perfect in all things. If it were not so, then He
would not be who He says He is. He is perfect in knowledge,
power, wisdom, and honor. “Our God is perfect-perfect in
knowledge and power...If there were a point when God stopped,
then God wouldn't be God.” 2  Romans 11:33 - “Oh, the depth of
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!”

Conclusion.
! God remains the same through  all of eternity, existing 
for His own glory, but also wanting our praise and glory. 
1 Timothy 6:16 - “who alone possesses immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see To 
Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.” He is personal 
because He is Infinitely perfect and sovereign in all things! “He 
is boundless and infinite; He can't be weighed or measured; you 
can't apply time or  space to Him, for He made it all and contains 
it all in His own heart.”3  In conclusion I shall end with a quote 
from Charnock: “The eternity of God is nothing else but the 
duration of God, and the duration of God is nothing else but his 
existence enduring.” 

Due to technical problems, we were not able to resolve Joseph’s footnotes. — Ed.



 

Becky’s Tips  
 
 

I want to give a word of personal 
testimony. 
 
I'm sharing this simply for your 
consideration. 
Recently, two ideas have put a dazzling light 
on my Christian walk. First is my attitude 
toward paraphrases and translations of the 
Holy Scriptures. I've come to realize that 
these paraphrases and translations can be 
read just as I would read any authors 
opinion of Scripture applied to any topic. 
Second, I've come to appreciate and enjoy 
audio Bible. It does not replace Bible study 
for me but it does give me an opportunity 
for additional encouragement. 
 
How to offer your children the 
opportunity to be wise? 
 
Consider these words from the Gospel of 
John 7:15-18. "How is it that this man has 
learning, when he has never studied?" So 
Jesus answered them, "My teaching is not 
mine, but his who sent me. If anyone's will 
is to do God's will, he will know whether the 
teaching is from God or whether I am 
speaking on my own authority. The one who 
speaks on his own authority seeks his own 
glory; but the one who seeks the glory of 
him who sent him is true, and in him there 
is no falsehood." 
In our school work we are given constant 
opportunity to check whether we are 
seeking our own glory. 
Think on these questions: 

 Am I more excited when I 

do excellent work or when 

my brother does excellent 

work? 

 Am I disappointed when someone 

gets more praise than I do at a recital 

or performance? 

 Do I develop a bad attitude when I 

am assigned a task that appears too 

difficult for me? 

 Am I willing to help a younger sibling 

with a chore and watch him get all 

the praise for that chore? 

In many situations throughout the day we 
have opportunity to make a wise or foolish 
decision. 
If I falsely claim authority and thereby seek 
glory to myself I am demonstrating 
foolishness. 
If I recognize God as supreme authority and 
seek to give him glory in every situation 
then I am practicing wisdom. 
Parents, aren't you grateful that God makes 
the teaching of wisdom to our children so 
practical and easy to understand? 
 
Help 
 
In my opinion, Katherine Loop has done an 
excellent job of presenting biblical worldview 
in the teaching of mathematics. 
I would appreciate your evaluation of her 
curriculum: Principles of Mathematics: 
Biblical Worldview Curriculum. 
Thank you for sharing with me if you use 
this curriculum. 

 

Love,   

Becky 




