WCFS Applied Civics 101; Gibbs & Gibbs
CLASS 3: Daniel 2, God’s Blessings on SKkill; UTC pp
31-62a, The Constitution & Convention-1

Daniel 2 Outlined: Daniel 2:1-49 ERV

Of what advantage did Daniel and his friends have over their
Chaldean peers - the wise men of the empire?

Background

1.

2.
1.

During Nebuchadnezzar’s second year as king, he had dreams. They bothered
him, and he could not sleep.
So the king called his wise men to come to him.

They used magic and watched the stars.
They did this to try to interpret dreams and to learn what would happen in the
future.
The king wanted them to tell him what he had dreamed, so they came in and
stood in front of him.

The Challenge: Tell Me The Dream

Then the king said to them, “l had a dream that bothers me. | want to know what
it means.”

Then the Chaldeans answered the king. They spoke Aramaic and said, “King, live
forever! Please tell your dream to us, your servants, and then we will tell you what
it means.”

Then King Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “No, you must tell me the dream, and
then you must tell me what it means.

If you don’t, | will give an order for you to be cut into pieces.

And | will order your houses to be destroyed until they are nothing but piles of
dust and ashes.

But if you tell me my dream and explain its meaning, | will give you gifts, rewards,
and great honor.

So tell me about my dream and what it means.”

Il.) The Dilemma: Answering An Unreasonable Request Without
Hope

1.

2.

1.

Again the wise men said to the king, “Please, Sir, tell us about the dream, and we
will tell you what it means.”

Then King Nebuchadnezzar answered, “I know that you are trying to get more
time.

You know that | meant what | said.

You know that you will be punished if you don’t tell me about my dream.
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So you have all agreed to lie to me.

You are hoping for more time so that | will forget what | want you to do.

Now tell me the dream. If you can tell me the dream, | will know that you can tell
me what it really means.”

The Chaldeans answered the king. They said, “There is not a man on earth who
can do what the king is asking!

No king has ever asked the wise men, the men who do magic, or the Chaldeans
to do something like this.

Not even the greatest and most powerful king has ever asked his wise men to do
such a thing.

The king is asking something that is too hard to do.

Only the gods could tell the king his dream and what it means. But the gods
don’t live with people.”

The Tyranny of a Monarchy

When the king heard that, he became very angry. So he gave an order for all the
wise men of Babylon to be killed.

King Nebuchadnezzar’s order to kill all the wise men was announced.

The king’s men were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to kill them.

The Solution: Answering An Unreasonable Request With Hope

Arioch was the commander of the king’s guards.

He was going to kill the wise men of Babylon, but Daniel talked to him.
Daniel spoke politely to Arioch

And said, “Why did the king order such a severe punishment?”

Then Arioch explained the whole story about the king’s dreams, and Daniel
understood.

When Daniel heard the story, he went to King Nebuchadnezzar.

Daniel asked the king to give him some more time. Then he would tell the king
what the dream meant.

So Daniel went to his house.

He explained the whole story to his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.
Daniel asked his friends to pray to the God of heaven that God would be kind to
them and help them understand this secret.

Then Daniel and his friends would not be killed with the other wise men of
Babylon.

During the night, God explained the secret to Daniel in a vision.

Then Daniel praised the God of heaven. He said,

“Praise God’s name forever and ever!

Power and wisdom belong to him.

He changes the times and seasons.

He gives power to kings, and he takes their power away.

He gives wisdom to people, so they become wise.

He lets people learn things and become wise.



He knows hidden secrets that are hard to understand.

Light lives with him, so he knows what is in the dark and secret places.
God of my ancestors,

| thank you and praise you.

You gave me wisdom and power.

You told us what we asked for.

You told us about the king’s dream.”
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V.) Hope Is The Substance Of Things Not Seen

(Call upon me in the day of trouble: | will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou

in God: for | shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.

LORD, thou hast heard the desire of the humble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt

cause thine ear to hear. For thou, Lord, art good.) Psalms 50:14; 42:11; 10:17; 86:5

1. Then Daniel went to Arioch, the man who King Nebuchadnezzar had chosen to Kill

the wise men of Babylon.

Daniel said to Arioch,

“Don’t kill the wise men of Babylon.

Take me to the king.

| will tell him what his dream means.”

So very quickly, Arioch took Daniel to the king.

Arioch said to the king, “I have found a man among the captives from Judah who

can tell the king what his dream means.”

The king asked Daniel (Belteshazzar) a question. He said, “Are you able to tell me

about my dream, and what it means?”

6. Daniel answered,

“King Nebuchadnezzar, no wise man, no man who does magic, and no

Chaldean could tell the king the secret things he has asked about.

But there is a God in heaven who tells secret things.

God has given King Nebuchadnezzar dreams to show him what will happen later.

This was your dream, and this is what you saw while lying on your bed:

King, as you were lying there on your bed, you began thinking about what might

happen in the future.

2. God can tell people about secret things—he has shown you what will happen in
the future.

3. God also told this secret to me, not because | have greater wisdom than other
men, but so that you, king, may know what it means.

4. Inthat way you will understand what went through your mind.
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VI.) The Dream is Told

1. “King, in your dream you saw a large statue in front of you that was very large and
shiny. It was very impressive.

The head of the statue was made from pure gold.

Its chest and the arms were made from silver.

The belly and upper part of the legs were made from bronze.
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ViL.)

The lower part of the legs was made from iron.

Its feet were made partly of iron and partly of clay.

While you were looking at the statue, you saw a rock that was cut loose, but not
by human hands.

Then the rock hit the statue on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them.
Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold broke to pieces all at
the same time.

And all the pieces became like chaff on a threshing floor in the summertime.
The wind blew them away, and there was nothing left.

No one could tell that a statue had ever been there.

Then the rock that hit the statue became a very large mountain and filled up the
whole earth.”

The Interpretation: “That was your dream. Now we will tell the

king what it means.

1.
1.
2.
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King, you are the most important king.

The God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory.

He has given you control, and you rule over people and the wild animals and the
birds.

Wherever they live, God has made you ruler over them all.

King Nebuchadnezzar, you are that head of gold on the statue.

“Another kingdom will come after you, but it will not be as great as your kingdom.
Next, a third kingdom will rule over the earth—that is the bronze part.

Then there will be a fourth kingdom.

That kingdom will be strong like iron.

Just as iron breaks things and smashes them to pieces, that fourth kingdom will
break all the other kingdoms and smash them to pieces.

“You saw that the feet and toes of the statue were partly clay and partly iron.
That means the fourth kingdom will be a divided kingdom.

It will have some of the strength of iron in it just as you saw the iron mixed with
clay.

The toes of the statue were partly iron and partly clay.

So the fourth kingdom will be partly strong like iron and partly weak like clay.

You saw the iron mixed with clay, but iron and clay don’t completely mix together.
In the same way the people of the fourth kingdom will be a mixture.

They will not be united as one people.

“During the time of the kings of the fourth kingdom, the God of heaven will set up
another kingdom that will continue forever.

It will never be destroyed.

And it will be the kind of kingdom that cannot be passed on to another group of
people.

This kingdom will crush all the other kingdoms.

It will bring them to an end,

But that kingdom itself will continue forever.



1.
2.
3

“King Nebuchadnezzar, you saw a rock cut from a mountain, but no one cut that
rock.

The rock broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold to pieces.
In this way God showed you what will happen in the future.

The dream is true, and you can trust that this is what it means.”

VIll.) The Believer’s Impact on A Gentile King

him.

A.) Then King Nebuchadnezzar bowed down in front of Daniel to honor

B.) The king praised him. He gave an order that an offering and incense be

given to honor Daniel.

N

C.) Then the king said to Daniel,

“I know for sure your God is the God over all gods and the Lord over all
kings.

He tells people about things they cannot know.

I know this is true because you were able to tell these secret things to me.”

D.) Then the king gave Daniel a very important job in his kingdom and gave

him many expensive gifts.

1.
2.
3.

4.

Nebuchadnezzar made Daniel ruler over the whole province of Babylon

And put him in charge of all the wise men of Babylon.

Daniel asked the king to make Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego important
officials over the province of Babylon.

The king did as Daniel asked.

E.) Daniel himself became one of the important officials who was always

near the king.”



Class 3, The Constitutional Convention: “I know for sure
your God is the God over all gods and the Lord over all

Kings.

l.  The Articles of Confederation were too loose to allow the Federal
Government to function. The mending process morphed into a rewriting process.

A.) Please Note the Declaration of Independence: A decent respect for the
opinions of mankind requires the declaring of the causes impelling them to
separate.

1. Respect for the opinions of mankind

2. Self-evident truths of equality of all men: life, liberty & pursuit of happiness,
and the duty of government to provide such.

3 The right to abolish governments destructive of liberty’s ends

4.  The understanding of light and transient causes

5 The Long Train of abuses resulting in despotism

6 The history of injuries resulting in absolute tyranny.

B.) Compare the long train of abuses listed in the Declaration to the

complaints of today’s dissidents.

1. Refusal to assent to useful laws; Preventing Governors from passing laws;
etc.

2.  Calling together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable and

distant - fatiguing them.

Dissolving Representative Houses; failing to cause others to be elected.

Obstructed laws of Naturalization of Foreigners.

5. Obstructed Administration of Justice, controlling judges, expanding
government offices.

6. Kept standing armies, independent of civil government, hired mercenary

soldiers, quartered soldiers in private homes, granting immunity to their

injustices.

Cutting off Trade.

Imposing Taxes without consent.

Depriving trial by jury.

0. Abolishing the System of English Laws; taking away charters; suspending

lawful Legislatures.

11. Abdicating the duties of protective Government; plundered our seas;
ravaged our coasts; destroyed our lives by mercenaries.

12. Conscripted able seamen.

13. Stirred up domestic insurrections and removed protection from savage
warfare.
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14. HAVING PETITIONED FOR REDRESS IN THE MOST HUMBLE TERMS,
WITHOUT ONLY INJURY FOR ANSWERS.
15. Warned fellow British citizens by appeal with no voice of justice in return.

Il. Distrust and self interest dominated the deliberations. Conflict between
larger states and smaller states’ interests paralyzed the proceedings.

A.) Please Note the Declaration of Independence: The appeal was from the
united States of America in General Congress, Assembled.

1. Appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world.

2 In the Name and Authority of the good People of these Colonies solemnly
publish,

3. And declare that these United Colonies are and of right ought to be free and
independent states.

4. That they are absolved from allegiance from the British Crown.

5. As Free and Independent States they have the Power to levy War, conclude
Peace, contract Allegiances, establish Commerce, and do all other Acts and
Things which Independent States may of right do.

0. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the
protection of divine Providence,

7. We mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred
Honor.

B.) A word about Separatists (Pilgrims) v. Reformists (Puritans)

lll. Human political wisdom proved totally insufficient. Six weeks of meetings
left everyone in despair. It was only the call by Benjamin Franklin to seek God’s
blessing that turned the tide. (Read this in entirety from the book.)

IV. Everyone declared that the resultant document was nothing short of a
miracle. This was because of the transformation of the Convention based on the
acknowledgment that God rules in the affairs of men.

V. The nation was established and functioning within two short years. The Bill
Of Right’s secured the confidence of true liberty for all.

The sacred flaw of the Constitution: the distrust of unchecked power. A word
about slavery and the Constitution.



