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Family Duty, Part 2 
By John Bunyan (1628-1688) 

 
Second, Touching the outward 

state of your family, you are to 

consider these three things. 

 

1. That it lies upon you to care 

for them that they have a 

convenient livelihood. ‘If any 

man provide not for his own, and 

especially for those of his own 

house, he hath denied the faith, 

and is worse than an infidel’ (1 

Tim. 5:8). But notice, when the 

Word says, you are to provide 

for your house, it gives you no 

license to distracting carefulness; 

neither does it allow you to 

strive to grasp the world in your 

heart, or bank account, nor to 

take care for years or days to 

come, but so to provide for 

them, that they may have food 

and raiment; and if either they or 

you are not content with that, 

you launch out beyond the rule 

of God (1 Tim. 6:8; Matt. 6:34).  

This is to labor, that you may 

have the means ‘to maintain 

good works for necessary uses’ 

(Titus 3:14). And never object, 

that unless you reach farther, it 

will never do; for that is but 

unbelief. The word says, ‘That 

God feedeth ravens, careth for 

sparrows, and clotheth the 

grass;’ in which three, to feed, 

clothe, and care for, is as much 

as heart can wish (Luke 12:6-

28). 

2. Therefore though you should 

provide for your family; yet let 

all your labor be mixed with 

moderation; ‘Let your 

moderation be known unto all 

men’ (Phil. 4:5). Take heed of 

driving so hard after this world, 

as to hinder yourself and family 

from those duties towards God, 

which you are by grace obliged 

to; as private prayer, reading the 

scriptures, and Christian 

conference. It is a base thing for 

men so to spend themselves and 

families after this world, as that 

they disengage their heart to 

God’s worship. 

 

Christians, ‘The time is short: it 

remaineth that both they that 

have wives be as though they 

had none; and they that weep, as 

though they wept not; and they 

that rejoice, as though they 

rejoiced not; and they that use 

this world, as not abusing it; for 

the fashion of this world passeth 

away’ (1 Cor. 7:29-31). Many 

Christians live and do in this 

world, as if religion were but a 

by-business, and this world the 

one thing necessary; when 

indeed all the things of this 

world are but things by the by; 

and religion only the one thing 

needful (Luke 10:40-42). 

 

3. If you would be such a master 

of a family as is fitting for you, 

you must see that there is that 

Christian harmony among those 

under you, as is fitting for a 

house where one rules that fears 

God. 

 

(1.) You must see that your 

children and servants are 

under subjection to the 

word of God; for though it 

is of God only to rule the 

heart, yet he expects that 

you should rule their 

outward man; which if you 

do not, he may in a short 

time cut off all your stock, 

[even every male] (1 Sa. 

3:11-14). See therefore that 

you keep them temperate in 

all things, in apparel, in 

language, that they be not 

gluttons, nor drunkards; not 

suffering either your 

children vainly to domineer 

over your servants, nor they 

again to carry themselves 

foolishly towards each 

other. 

 

(2.) Learn to distinguish 

between that injury that in 

your family is done to you, 

and that which is done to 

God; and though you 

should be very zealous for 

the Lord, and to bear 
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nothing that is open 

transgression to him; yet 

here will be your wisdom, 

to pass by personal injuries, 

and to bury them in 

oblivion: ‘Love covereth a 

multitude of sins.’ Be not 

then like those that will 

rage and stare like madmen, 

when they are injured; and 

yet either laugh, or at least 

not soberly rebuke, and 

warn, when God is 

dishonored. 

 

‘Rule thy own house well, 

having thy children (with others 

in thy family) in subjection, with 

all gravity’ (1 Tim 3:4).  

 

Solomon was so excellent 

sometimes this way, that he 

made the eyes of his beholders 

to dazzle (2 Chron. 9:3, 4).  

 

Do you have a wife? You must 

consider how you should behave 

yourself in that relation: and to 

do this right, you must consider 

the condition of your wife, 

whether she is one that indeed 

believes or not. First, If she 

believes, then, 

 

1. You are engaged to bless God 

for her: ‘For her price is far 

above rubies, and she is the gift 

of God unto thee, and is for thy 

adorning and glory’ (Prov. 12:4); 

31:10); 1 Cor. 11:7). ‘Favor is 

deceitful, and beauty is vain: but 

a woman that feareth the Lord, 

she shall be praised’ (Prov. 

31:30). 

 

2. You should love her, under a 

double consideration: (1.) As she 

is your flesh and your bone: ‘For 

no man ever yet hated his own 

flesh’ (Eph. 5:29). (2.) As she is 

together with you an heir of the 

grace of life (1 Peter 3:7). This, I 

say, should engage you to love 

her with Christian love; to love 

her, as believing you both are 

dearly beloved of God and the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and as those 

that must be together with him in 

eternal happiness. 

 

3. You should carry yourself to 

and before her, as does Christ to 

and before his church; as says 

the apostle: So should men love 

their wives, ‘even as Christ 

loved the church, and gave 

himself for it’ (Eph. 5:25). When 

husbands behave themselves like 

husbands indeed, then will they 

be not only husbands, but such 

an ordinance of God to the wife, 

as will preach to her the carriage 

of Christ to his spouse. There is 

a sweet scent wrapped up in the 

relations of husbands and wives, 

that believe (Eph. 4:32); the 

wife, I say, signifying the 

church, and the husband the 

head and savior thereof, ‘For the 

husband is the head of the wife, 

even as Christ is the head of the 

church’ (Eph. 5:23) and he is the 

Savior of the body. 

 

This is one of God’s chief ends 

in instituting marriage, that 

Christ and his church, under a 

figure, might be wherever there 

is a couple that believe through 

grace. Therefore that husband 

that carries himself indiscreetly 

towards his wife, he does not 

only behave himself contrary to 

the rule, but also makes his wife 

lose the benefit of such an 

ordinance, and crosses the 

mystery of his relation. 

 

Therefore, I say, ‘So ought men 

to love their wives as their own 

bodies. He that loveth his wife, 

loveth himself. For no man ever 

yet hated his own flesh; but 

nourisheth and cherisheth it, 

even as the Lord the church:’ 

(Eph. 5:8, 29). Christ laid out his 

life for his church, covers her 

infirmities, communicates to her 

his wisdom, protects her, and 

helps her in her employments in 

this world; and so should men do 

for their wives. Solomon and 

Pharaoh’s daughter had the art of 

thus doing, as you may see in the 

book of The Song of Solomon. 

Therefore bear with their 

weaknesses, help their 

infirmities, and honor them as 

the weaker vessels, and as being 

of a frailer constitution (1 Peter 

3:7). 

 

In a word, be such a husband to 

your believing wife, that she 

may say, God has not only given 

me a husband, but such a 

husband as preaches to me every 

day the behavior of Christ to his 

church. 

 

Second, If your wife be 

unbelieving or carnal, then you 

have also a duty lying before 

you, which you are engaged to 

perform under a double 

engagement: 1. For that she lies 

liable every moment to eternal 

damnation. 2. That she is your 

wife that is in this evil case. Oh! 

how little sense of the worth of 

souls is there in the heart of 

some husbands; as is manifest by 

their unchristian behavior toward 

and before their wives! Now, to 

qualify you for a behavior 

suitable, 

 

1. Labor seriously after a sense 

of her miserable state, that your 

heart may yearn towards her 

soul. 

 

2. Beware that she take no 

occasion from any unseemly 

behavior of yours, to proceed in 

evil. And here you have need to 

double your diligence, for she 

lies in your bosom, and therefore 

is capable of espying the least 

miscarriage in you. 
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3. If she behaves herself 

unseemly and unruly, as she is 

subject to do, being Christless 

and graceless, then labor to 

overcome her evil with your 

goodness, her adversity with 

your patience and meekness. It is 

a shame for you, who have 

another principle, to do as she. 

 

4. Take fit opportunities to 

convince her. Observe her 

disposition, and when she is 

most likely to bear, then speak to 

her very heart. 

 

5. When you speak, speak to 

purpose. It is not necessary for 

many words, provided they be 

pertinent. Job in a few words 

answers his wife, and takes her 

off from her foolish talking: 

‘Thou speakest,’ saith he, ‘as 

one of the foolish women. 

What? shall we receive good at 

the hand of God, and shall we 

not receive evil?’ (Job 2:10). 

 

6. Let all be done without 

bitterness, or the least 

appearance of anger: ‘In 

meekness instructing those that 

oppose themselves, if 

peradventure they may recover 

themselves out of the snare of 

the devil, who are taken captive 

by him at his will’ (2 Tim. 2:25, 

26). ‘And how knowest thou, O 

man, whether thou shalt save thy 

wife’ (1 Cor. 7:16). 

 

 “The Duty of Wives” (2 Parts) 
will be the next section of 
Bunyan’s work to be re-printed… 

 

 

 Becky’s Tips 
Peace with God 

Peace I leave with you, My 
peace I give to you; not as the 
world gives do I give to you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid. - John 

14:27 

 
Notice that when God directed 

John to write to us, He knew 
that we would seek our answers 

from the world. Loving us as He 
did He warned us that there 

would be no peace seeking in 

such a place. He did not leave us 
hollow and peaceless. He told us 

where and how to get the peace 
that He knew we would need 

every day.  

 
Be warned: Seek peace in the 

world and continue to be 
troubled and afraid. Seek peace 

with Christ and allow your heart 
not to be troubled or afraid. 

 Please remember this as 

you choose curriculum for next 
school year. 

Finish well 

I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. - 2 Tim. 4:7 

 

I have found this verse to be an 
excellent guide to evaluating 

most activities. Consider it here 

in relation to finishing the school 
year. 

 
1) “I have fought the good 

fight”… 

 
• My decision to home 

school was worth my 
struggles. 

• When faced with a 

contrary student, I sought 
God for direction. 

• When my student(s) 
failed, I encouraged and 

retaught. 
• I have used schedules to 

keep a balance of activity, 

detouring when necessary.  
• I have stayed true to my 

curriculum choices 
wherever possible. 

• I have adjusted methods 

to suit the learning styles of 
my students. 

 
2) “I have finished the race”… 

 
• I have looked at each 

subject on my schedule and 

have a plan for finishing or 
adjusting my expectations. 

 

• I have taken school 
opportunities to teach when 

we may quit. 

• Teaching has led to 
opportunities to refuse to 

quit in difficult situations. 
• The race is clearly defined 

in our school. Each student 

knows where he is headed 
and why.  

 
3) “I have kept the faith” … 

 

• Regardless of 
circumstances around me, I 

have chosen to seek God 
and His Way. 

• I continue to look for 
opportunities to make Him 

know in each subject that I 

teach. 
• I see God as triune and 

the only Creator, Sustainer, 
Revealer, Redeemer in 

everything we learn. 

• I recognize my failures 
and accept God’s grace. 

Championship 

Q  How can we demand 

excellence when the child seems 

to be doing his best yet it is not 
excellent work? 
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A  In Championship philosophy 
the competition is always 

measured against the student 
himself. The parent-teacher 

takes into account the child’s 

readiness, gifts, intellect, 
interests, age and any other 

factors she may deem 
necessary. With these 

considerations she sets the 
standard in a step by step 

fashion. Excellent work is that 

work which meets the pre-set 
standard. Three, six year old 

students may produce excellent 
work that looks very different, 

one from the other. Yet each 

student would have met the 
standard set for him. 

 

Reminders: 
1) The storytelling method of 

teaching remains the most 
valuable. Good preparation 

for this is the study of the 
Parables of Jesus. As you 

read through a parable 

notice: 
a) What objects did he 

use? 
b) How were people 

involved? 
c) Did He explain His 

message and/or 

purpose? Why or why 
not? 

d) When choosing this 
method keep the story 

simple and know your 

purpose. In all of the 
parables we get this 

message – simple and 
purposeful. 

 

2) Rest 
How often have you thought 

that you could not take your 
afternoon break because 

you would never finish your 
work – only to go to bed at 

midnight with the work 

unfinished? I continue to 
challenge you to take 1-2 

afternoon hours flat on your 
back! 

 

3) Power is always available to 
us through prayer. Ignore it 

and know powerlessness. 
Practice it and be 

empowered. 
 

4) Begin making goals for next 

year. Before choosing 
curriculum or methods write 

goals for each child. Include 
in your goals list social 

graces and attitude. 

 

Dealing with 
Disappointment and 
Failure 

 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness and all 
these things will be added to 
you. - Matt. 6:33 

 

 Try to name the specific 

hurt.  

 Picture that specific hurt in 

light of eternity. 
 Begin thanking God for the 

failure, knowing that in His 

goodness He intends to 
bring blessing from it. 

 Recognize that we can see 

only dimly and what looks 
horrible to us may not look 

horrible if we could see 

through God’s eyes. 
 Begin to act on the blessing 

or teaching that comes from 

the pain. 
 Recognize if God has total 

control of all things that 

happen to me, this failure 

He permitted. 
 In prayer ask God by His 

indwelling Spirit to give you 

the thanks, peace and joy 
that you lack. 

 
 

Love,   

Becky 

 

WCFS CAREER & TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM 
 
Construction Project 

Work has begun on the Cascade 
House. There are many projects 

to do and what an opportunity 

to learn construction skills. Work 
under WCFS Staff to learn 

multiple construction skills as 
well as project management and 

running your own business. We 

are looking for a few motivated 
students from now through the 

end of summer, and more for 
weekly/daily construction 

projects. What a great 

opportunity for the summer!  
 

Projects to include: 

 Floor Structure Repair 

 Subflooring 

 Finish Flooring 

 Framing Repair 

 Kitchen Cabinet Install 

 Plumbing Repair & Fixture 

Install 
 Electrical & Lighting 

 Insulation 

 Wall Repair 

 Drywall Install & Finish 

 Trim Install & Repair 

 Caulking & Painting 

 Siding Repair & Shutters 

Install 

 Re-Roofing 
 
Call 301-241-2072 or email 
admin@wcfs.edu for more 
information. What a great way to 
gain practical experience as well as 
earn high school credit!  
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