
THE EARLY EARTH Outline, Chapter Five 

V. Was the Earth Once a Chaos? 
A. The Basic Issue: The Gap Theory, (or the Ruin/Reconstruction 

Theory). 
Is there a gap in the creation account between verses 1 & 2 in 
Genesis 1? 

1. The Texts  
V. 1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  
V. 2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness 
[was] upon the face of the deep… Gen 1:1-2


a) The concern is not a gap per se, but an imaginative 
assignment of prior creation/sin/judgment.


(1) V-1 stipulates a general creation.  

(2) V-2 stipulates the condition of the original creation of 
the earth.


(3) There is no contextual reason to infer any creative 
activity inside the space between the verses, regardless 
of any passage of “time”; as yet unmeasurable by the 
created devices used to mark and measure time. V. 14


b) All theoretical discussions are proposed only to try and 
satisfy a uniformitarian geology. They are answered in 
this fashion…


(1) An evolving, improving creation is entirely antithetical to 
the declaration that the creation was very good. 


(2) An ancient fossil record of dead organisms belies the 
theology that death came by sin.  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Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned: - Rom 5:12 KJV  

(3) Prior death and destruction would sever any linear 
evolutionary progeny entirely, muting the anticipated 
benefit desired. This would force the creative acts of 
Gen. 1 to be entirely from scratch; there would still be 
no pre-existing material.  

(4) A gap gives no information as to the nature of the 
original “perfect” creation and its course. That is entirely 
creative imagination.  

(5) A gap signifies a greater flood than the flood of Noah 
with no one syllable uttered to describe it.


(6) The traditional Gap Theory view has four main 
arguments. 

(a) The word translated “was” is better translated 
“became”.  

(b) “Tohu wabohu” or formless and void speaks of 
judgment elsewhere, so it must be here also. 

(c) Darkness is antithetical to divinely inspired light. 

(d) After verse 1, the emphasis is on “made” (ie. 
Recreated), not “created”.  

B. Was or Became? 

1. The use of grammar rules and word order hardly resolves the 
actual content of the language in it normal reading. 

2. See the comparison between Genesis 1 and Zechariah 3. 

C. Empty or Chaotic? Only speculation can imagine a prior 
fully created earth that was destroyed and re-created, and that 



THE EARLY EARTH Outline, Chapter Five 

speculation being only to support interpretations of the 
geological record.


D. Was the Darkness Evil? 
The Biblical scholar must carefully distinguish between physical 
darkness and spiritual darkness. 

E. How Many Creative Acts in Genesis 1? 
NEXT TIME… 


